As We Gather 15™ Sunday after Pentecost September 6, 2026

In every congregation, there are those who once sat together with us in the pews but
have since been lost to error or sin. It is one thing to lament this and criticize from the
sidelines. It is quite another to warn the wicked. Though some might assume that the
chief purpose of church discipline is to condemn the sins and errors of others, our
Lord reminds us that discipline is an act of love that seeks to restore the fallen. While
this idea may seem out of step with the emphasis in our times on tolerance without
judgment, if our Lord loves the lost enough to save us, then we are called to do no

less. It is not the will of our Father in heaven that any should perish, and it is the joy of
heaven to welcome them back. Is it also our passion to seek them out, to warn them
with the voice of God’s Word, and to welcome them home through forgiveness?
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Please meet with an usher for prayer requests.
Ask us about Associate Memberships for Lutherans who are part-time residents.

A Gentle Reminder to turn off cell phones. Thank You.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP & HOLY COMMUNION

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that our Lord’s Body and Blood are truly
present (not symbolic) in the Bread and Wine and received by all who attend. Since
our Lord reminds us that thoughtless or faithless reception of the Sacrament can
incur His judgment, all are encouraged to examine themselves that they may receive it worthily.
(1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

Please use the following questions and LSB p. 329 as a personal guide before partaking of this
Holy Sacrament:

*Do I renounce sin, Satan and my own flesh, and seek true forgiveness and
reconciliation with God and my neighbor?

*Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of
the devil?

*Do I believe that Christ’s own words, this is my body and this is my blood shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins (Mt. 26:28), mean exactly what they say for
us today?

*Do I earnestly desire to live a Godly life by the power of the Holy Spirit and in
thanksgiving to Christ?

Because attendance at Communion is also a testimony to this faith in the Triune God
confessed and taught here, and to unity in belief as brothers and sisters in Christ (1
Corinthians 10:16-17), we ask that any visitors not yet instructed, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation, and who desire to receive the
Sacrament introduce themselves to the Pastor or Elder beforehand if possible.

Please Note
An invitation for children not confirmed in the Lutheran church to come and receive a
blessing at the altar.
We offer a traditional communion wafer, off-white color wafers are gluten free.
While communing, please point to the bread meeting your preference.
Clear Color Wine is Alcohol Free
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PRELUDE
WELCOME

PREPARATION

OPENING HYMN #605 “Father Welcomes”

INVOCATION

P)

In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P)

(P)

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

WORD

PSALM Psalm 32:1-7

REREFRE

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away

through my groaning all day long.
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For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;

my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

I acknowledged my sin to you,

and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.

You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

KYRIE
P) O Lord,
have mercy.
P} O Christ,
have mercy.
) O Lord,
have mercy.

HYMN OF PRAISE #948 “All Glory Be To God Alone” szs. 1, 4

1  All glory be to God alone, Forevermore the highest one,

Who did our sinful race befriend And grace and peace to us extend.
Among us may His gracious will All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill.

4  You take the whole world’s sin away; Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
You take the whole world’s sin away; O Lord, receive our prayer this day.
From God’s right hand Your mercy send, To all the world Your grace
extend.

Text: © 1941 cE)Tnecf)trduaatt Eum?sﬁﬁguﬁfffsré.lﬁf; L34:elrla'nbirsls;i<t);:vﬁlsg Lpfytranvr:e L'Tgéal—\csi :g.g ?Iég fg'na‘ltt )
SALUTATION
P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} Letus pray. O almighty God, You sent forth Your Son to gather the lost and
restore them to You by His blood shed once for all. Grant us the same love and
mercy that we may seek out the sinner, recall them to You through repentance,
and celebrate with joy their restoration to the Body of Christ, the church; through
Him who died that we might live and who now lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7-9

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Isracl. Whenever you hear
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If [ say to the wicked, O
wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from
his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your
hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
(P} Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
(P} Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:1-10

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but
also for the sake of conscience. For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes
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to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed. Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for
the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE

(P) Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-20
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?’ And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, ‘Truly, I
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the
world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one
by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear
it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes
to be thrown into the hell of fire. See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I
tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.
For the Son of Man came to save the lost. What do you think? If a man has a hundred
sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to
you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. If your
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he
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listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am [ among them.”’

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN #845 “Where Charity And Love Prevail”
SERMON “Restored People” Matthew 18:1-20

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P} Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to
their needs.../[Petitions...]. Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

o

OFFERING
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SACRAMENT

PREFACE
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

(P) With joy and thanksgiving, we join in the unending hymn of the angels,
archangels, and all the company of heaven, praising Your goodness and
proclaiming Your mercy, for You have sought us out in our lost condition,
cleansed us by the blood of Christ, and restored us unto Yourself, that we may
live to the praise of Your holy name all the days of our lives and be raised to raise
up Your name and Your mighty acts of salvation through all eternity, evermore
praising You and singing:

SAl\iCTUS LSB 161

G e e e ar ]
b} |V‘\'” L — s e

Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
o] | A |
} } } Ik\ | J\ J r T | 1]
o o
6,)55 | = i — = - |

Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -

o) L — ‘ —

\

d l — Y — | —

san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB i163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P) Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

(P} Grant us grace, O Lord, that what we have here received with our lips we may
keep with pure hearts, and, through the gift granted to us in this Communion, be
granted courage to proclaim this Gospel to the lost and erring, restoring them to
the fellowship of the baptized to live with us a life worthy of our calling as the
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people of God; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
(P} Letus bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN #649 “Blest Be The Tie That Binds”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

+ + + + +

Altar flowers from Kristina Behnke and Jim Bean with
thanksgiving and glory to God.

Reader Today: Sherri Church Attendance Last Week: 68

PRAYER LIST: Annie, (sister of Kristina Behnke) healing from shingles; Mary
Webster, healing after biopsy; Bonnie Beck, (friend of Malwitz’s) recovery from
seizures; Bill Doig, (brother of Joan Samuelson) surg. recovery; Dave Hinrichsen,
healing after knee injury.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
Tues. Sept. 8 10:00 am Lutheran Women’s Auxiliary
10:30 am  Preschool Chapel
Thur. Sept. 10 10:30 am  Support Group
10:30 am  Jesus Time (@ Childcare Ctr)
Sun. Sept. 13 8:30 am Bible Study; 10:00 am Worship Service; 11:00 am Fellowship

BIRTHDAYS
9-12 Cheryl Beldin 9-12 George Brack  9-15 Juls Gerads
9-26 James Liebsack 9-28 Den Hood  9-29 Ila Larson

ANNIVERSARIES
9-9 Dan & Beth Reineking
9-16 Tom & Barbara Coverdale 9-22 Paul & Claudia Havens
9-24 Marvin & Judy Ferdina 9-28 Greg & Brandy Sula

ALL LADIES are invited to join us for LWA (Lutheran Women’s Auxiliary) on
Tuesday, September 8™ at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We love to see new

faces and get new ideas. Please consider joining us. If you have any questions, call
Maureen Smith at 630-301-0514.

GREAT NEWS! For all the women of the Word here at Mesquite Lutheran, Beth
Reineking reached out to me and is planning on starting our Women’s Bible Study on
Wednesday, September 23, at 10:00 am. We will be doing the study we discussed last
year called, “Jesus: A Study on the Words of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John”. This
book will cost $20.00 and take us through the whole year. I will be collecting the money,
so please see me to sign up. You can make a check payable to Mesquite Lutheran church
or pay cash. I need a count as soon as possible so I can order the book. Hope to see you
there! Contact: Christine Constien 815-409-2035 constien.christine@gmail.com

COORDINATOR NEEDED FOR SHOEBOXES PROJECT We are in
need of someone to coordinate our Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes project this
year if we are to participate. Packing a gift-filled Shoebox is a gift of hope and love to a
Child in need around the world together with the message of Jesus Christ. There is an
organizational meeting Sept. 15" 6 p.m. at First Baptist Church in Mesquite. Please
contact Pastor if you can be our Coordinator.
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin Wednesday, October 7™ at 2:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. We will study “Idiotic Things People Did In The Bible” by Ray
Comfort. “These [Bible] stories aren’t just ancient history — they’re warnings, lessons,
and yes, sometime tragic comedies that speak to our modern messes.” (We do idiotic
things too!). If interested in joining us, please let Pastor know so a book can be reserved
for you. Books are $12.

HELP FIRST GRADERS READ Do you like spending time with children and
listening to them read? If so, the first grade teachers at Virgin Valley Elementary School
could use your help! We need volunteers who would be willing to come each week from
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Please reach out to Julie Kuran at (941) 376-6556 if you’d like to
enjoy some special time with our awesome young readers! Many thanks!
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