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FORGIVE

as yqu've been

As We Gather 16" Sunday after Pentecost  Sept. 13,2026

We know that it is our calling in Christ to forgive one another, but that does not eliminate
the question of how much or how often we should forgive others. It becomes a
particularly vexing question when we are asked to forgive the same sin over and over
again. Our temptation is to count how often we forgive but to forget how often we are
forgiven. We know the riches of the Lord’s limitless grace to forgive us without counting
the cost. Today, we pray that we may joyfully receive this precious gift of forgiveness
and joyfully forgive others in Christ’s name, counting not the cost to forgive but the cost
to refuse forgiveness.
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Please meet with an usher for prayer requests.
Ask us about Associate Memberships for Lutherans who are part-time residents.

A Gentle Reminder to turn off cell phones. Thank You.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP & HOLY COMMUNION

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that our Lord’s Body and Blood are truly
present (not symbolic) in the Bread and Wine and received by all who attend. Since
our Lord reminds us that thoughtless or faithless reception of the Sacrament can
incur His judgment, all are encouraged to examine themselves that they may receive it worthily.
(1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

Please use the following questions and LSB p. 329 as a personal guide before partaking of this
Holy Sacrament:

*Do I renounce sin, Satan and my own flesh, and seek true forgiveness and
reconciliation with God and my neighbor?

*Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of
the devil?

*Do I believe that Christ’s own words, this is my body and this is my blood shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins (Mt. 26:28), mean exactly what they say for
us today?

*Do I earnestly desire to live a Godly life by the power of the Holy Spirit and in
thanksgiving to Christ?

Because attendance at Communion is also a testimony to this faith in the Triune God
confessed and taught here, and to unity in belief as brothers and sisters in Christ (1
Corinthians 10:16-17), we ask that any visitors not yet instructed, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation, and who desire to receive the
Sacrament introduce themselves to the Pastor or Elder beforehand if possible.

Please Note
An invitation for children not confirmed in the Lutheran church to come and receive a
blessing at the altar.
We offer a traditional communion wafer, off-white color wafers are gluten free.
While communing, please point to the bread meeting your preference.
Clear Color Wine is Alcohol Free
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PRELUDE
WELCOME

PREPARATION

HYMN #606 “I Lay My Sins On Jesus”

INVOCATION

P)

In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

d

io

Since we are here assembled to hear God’s Word, to call upon Him in prayer, and
to receive the body and blood of Christ, let us first think of our unworthiness;
confess before God our sins of thought, word, and deed; and acknowledge also
that we, by our own strength, cannot free ourselves from our sinful nature or the
sins we have committed. Therefore, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy and
grace of our heavenly Father, seeking and imploring Him to behold us through
Jesus Christ, saying:

God have mercy on me, a poor, sinful being, forgive me all my sins where I
have done wrong, and grant to me the Holy Spirit that I may amend my
sinful ways; through Jesus Christ, my Lord, I pray. Amen.

God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life everlasting. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

WORD

PSALM  Psalm 103:1-12; antiphon: v. 13

FRERE

As a father shows compassion to his children,

So the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
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and forget not all his benefits,

who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,

who redeems your life from the pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The LORD works righteousness

and justice for all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses,

his acts to the people of Israel.

The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always chide,

nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,

so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Glory be to Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) As a father shows compassion to his children,
So the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.
KYRIE
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and

o

®

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(4]



(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE #814 “O Bless The Lord, My Soul” szs. 1-3
1 O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose favors are divine.

2 O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness And without praises die!

3  ’Tis He forgives thy sins; ’Tis He relieves thy pain;
’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses And makes thee young again.

(Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Text: Public domain)

SALUTATION
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P) Letuspray. O merciful Lord, in Your goodness You acted with patience toward
us sinners and delivered up Your own Son to be our Savior and Redeemer. Grant
to us patience with the erring and grace to forgive one another as You have
forgiven us, presuming nothing but in all things holding fast to Jesus Christ;
through Him who died that we might live and who now lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 50:15-21
“When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did
evil to you.” And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them,
“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they
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are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 14:1-12

“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not
the one who eats despise the one who abstains and let not the one who abstains pass
judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person esteems one
day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully
convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the
Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while
the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of
us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead
and of the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is
written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE

P} Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“Peter came up and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and
I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven

(6]



times, but seventy times seven. Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one
was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay,
his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything. And out of pity for him, the master of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went out,
he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him,
he began to choke him, saying, Pay what you owe. So his fellow servant fell down
and pleaded with him, Have patience with me, and I will pay you. He refused and
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, You
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as [ had mercy on you? And in anger
his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from
your heart.””

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive” (Tune: #733 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”)
1  “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” You taught us, Lord, to pray;
But You alone can grant us grace To live the words we say.

2 How can Your pardon reach and bless The unforgiving heart
That broods on wrongs and will not let Old bitterness depart?

3 In blazing light Your cross reveals The truth we dimly knew:
What trivial debts are owed to us, How great our debt to You!

4  Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls And bid resentment cease;
Then, bound to all in bonds of love, Our lives will spread Your peace.

(Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-87, alt. Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018714)
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SERMON “God’s Forgiveness” Matthew 18:21-35

CREED Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I~ of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to
their needs...[Petitions...]. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
... through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

o

Amen.

OFFERING
SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
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P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P} Tt is good and right, in all places and at all times, to give You praise and
thanksgiving, O Lord, holy Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Knowing the riches of Your mercy and rejoicing in Your faithfulness
throughout all generations, we laud You for the gift of Your Son, born of the
virgin by the Spirit, and for the abundance of His grace upon us unworthy and
undeserving sinners. With the saints of every generation and with those who
await His coming in glory now, we join in the unending song of the angels and
the heavenly voices of angels, archangels, and the mighty host of all the faithful
departed, evermore singing Your mercy:

SANCTUS LsB178

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD “Remember Me” by Martin Nystrom, Gerrit Gustafson

(P] (sung) “On the night ... This is My blood poured out for you and as you drink it
remember Me.”
(sung) “So we thank You for the wine and for the bread;
For we see the life You gave And the blood you shed.
And we remember Your wondrous love
You gave your body You shed Your blood
And we remember Your wondrous love

You gave your body You shed your blood.”
(© 1991 Integrity’s Hosaana! Music (ASCAP) (adm at IntegratedRights.com). All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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PAX DOMINI
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us
peace.

DISTRIBUTION

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  Psaim 106:1

(P} Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

(P) Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise that You are always faithful in
Your promises and in Your gifts. Grant that we may so receive the gifts of Your
grace, that we be led by Your Spirit to live holy, upright, and godly lives,
multiplying Your mercies by forgiving one another as You have forgiven us;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
HYMN # 793 “Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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POSTLUDE
+ + + + +

Altar flowers from Kristina Behnke and Jim Bean with
thanksgiving and glory to God.

Reader Today: Kathy Hammar Attendance Last Week: 61

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Tues. Sept. 15 10:30 am  Preschool Chapel
Thur. Sept. 17 10:30 am Jesus Time (@ Childcare Ctr)
10:30 am  Support Group
Sun. Sept. 20 8:30 am Bible Study; 10:00 am Worship Service; 11:00 am Fellowship

BIRTHDAYS
9-15 Juls Gerads 9-26 James Liebsack 9-28 Den Hood
9-29 Ila Larson

ANNIVERSARIES
9-16 Tom & Barbara Coverdale 9-22 Paul & Claudia Havens
9-24 Marvin & Judy Ferdina 9-28 Greg & Brandy Sula

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin Wednesday, October 7™ at 2:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. We will study “Idiotic Things People Did In The Bible” by Ray
Comfort. “These [Bible] stories aren’t just ancient history — they’re warnings, lessons,
and yes, sometime tragic comedies that speak to our modern messes.” (We do idiotic
things too!). If interested in joining us, please let Pastor know so a book can be reserved
for you. If desired, books are $12.

HELP FIRST GRADERS READ Do you like spending time with children and
listening to them read? If so, the first grade teachers at Virgin Valley Elementary School
could use your help! We need volunteers who would be willing to come each week from
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Please reach out to Julie Kuran at (941) 376-6556 if you’d like to
enjoy some special time with our awesome young readers! Many thanks!
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ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT TEA Ladies, it’s time to start signing lup for
this year’s Advent by Candlelight Tea. The tea will be held on Saturday, December 5t
from 11:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. Plan on joining us for an afternoon of prayer and reflection
followed by a candlelight tea with delectable treats and sandwiches. We encourage you
to invite a female friend or family member to share the afternoon with you. There are
invitations on the table in the Narthex for you to use. There is no charge for this event.
There are 70 seats available this year. Please reserve your spot, along with your guest(s),
by printing the attendee’s name and phone number on the sign-up sheet that is in the
Narthex. This year we are inviting the community by posting flyers at our Preschool and
Childcare Center, the Senior Center, and on Nextdoor. So if you want to attend please
sign up early. SNOWBIRDS, email Carol Van Lente at vanlente(@bajabb.com to have
her place your name on the list.
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