As We Gather 11" Sunday after Pentecost August 9, 2026

The only way a sinful human being can dare to approach and worship an almighty
God is if we also know that He is a God of mercy. God’s mighty power is known from
the vastness of His creation, the stars and seas, light and darkness, tempests and storms
(Job 38). “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). Yet we
are told, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).
The Lord showed both His might and mercy when He became aware of His disciples’
peril on a storm-tossed sea. Walking on water wasn’t the point. It was the Lord’s
coming to save us in our fear and distress (Matthew 14). We can trust the God who
has harnessed His wrath with His love. Greater love has no one than the God who
joined us in our misery, took our sin upon Himself, and died our death but now is risen
to save us from every evil that threatens us or makes us afraid.
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Please meet with an usher for prayer requests.
Ask us about Associate Memberships for Lutherans who are part-time residents.

A Gentle Reminder to turn off cell phones. Thank You.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP & HOLY COMMUNION

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that our Lord’s Body and Blood are truly
present (not symbolic) in the Bread and Wine and received by all who attend. Since
our Lord reminds us that thoughtless or faithless reception of the Sacrament can
incur His judgment, all are encouraged to examine themselves that they may receive it worthily.
(1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

Please use the following questions and LSB p. 329 as a personal guide before partaking of this
Holy Sacrament:

*Do I renounce sin, Satan and my own flesh, and seek true forgiveness and
reconciliation with God and my neighbor?

*Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of
the devil?

*Do I believe that Christ’s own words, this is my body and this is my blood shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins (Mt. 26:28), mean exactly what they say for
us today?

*Do I earnestly desire to live a Godly life by the power of the Holy Spirit and in
thanksgiving to Christ?

Because attendance at Communion is also a testimony to this faith in the Triune God
confessed and taught here, and to unity in belief as brothers and sisters in Christ (1
Corinthians 10:16-17), we ask that any visitors not yet instructed, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation, and who desire to receive the
Sacrament introduce themselves to the Pastor or Elder beforehand if possible.

Please Note
An invitation for children not confirmed in the Lutheran church to come and receive a
blessing at the altar. We offer a traditional communion wafer, off-white color wafers are
gluten free. While communing, please point to the bread meeting your preference.
Clear Color Wine is Alcohol Free
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PRELUDE

WELCOME

PREPARATION

OPENING HYMN # 817 “Earth And All Stars” st. 1-2, 6-7

INVOCATION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; Matthew 14:30-31
P] T will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.
(P) “Lord, save me.”
“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 14:33
(P} No doubt our needs are known by the God of mercy, chief of which is

deliverance from sin and fear. Aware of our great need for forgiveness and faith,
we cry out to our Creator and Redeemer.

Lord, save me from my little faith, my doubt, my fears, my sin. I come to
You now because You have promised to come to me here with Your saving
grasp of power and mercy. Forgive me of my sin and give me help and
deliverance from all my fears, that I may worship You with a pure heart and
say, “Truly You are the Son of God” and my Savior. Amen.

The Lord your God has brought you out from the slavery of sin with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm of mercy by the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. By His own command as a called and ordained servant of the Word: I
forgive you all your sins. Peace be with you, in the name of the Father and of the
1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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WORD

INTROIT  Psalm 34:4-8; antiphon: v. 1

(P) I will bless the LORD at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

P} Isought the LORD, and he answered me

and delivered me from all my fears.

(P) Those who look to him are radiant,

and their faces shall never be ashamed.

P)  This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him

and saved him out of all his troubles.

P] The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,

and delivers them.

[P}  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!

Blesseéd is the man who takes refuge in him!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) I will bless the LORD at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

KYRIE

P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P}  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P}  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray

REE

to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE “Gloria In Excelsis” LSB 154

(P) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P} Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and
danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish
what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4-18

The Lord said to Job: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me,
if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or
who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone,
when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Or who
shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, when I made clouds its
garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed limits for it and set bars
and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud
waves be stayed’? Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused
the dawn to know its place, that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the
wicked be shaken out of it? It is changed like clay under the seal, and its features stand
out like a garment. From the wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is
broken. Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the
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deep? Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep
darkness? Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all
this.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 10:5-17

“Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does
the commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not
say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) or
““Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what
does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on
all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But
how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” So faith
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Matthew 14:27
P} Alleluia. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“Take heart; it is 1. Do not be afraid.” Alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but
the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind
was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on
the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and
said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is
you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he
was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?”” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN #717 “Eternal Father, Strong To Save”
SERMON “Why Do I Believe?” Romans 10:5-17

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

(P)

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people,
according to their needs. [Petitions ...] ... let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, we give thanks to the
Lord. That we may be included in the fellowship of the saints in heaven now by
faith in the Son of God and at last by God’s mercy and grace when He comes
again in glory, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
(P) Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING
SACRAMENT
PREFACE
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who took on our human flesh and came to us from heaven to
rescue us from the overwhelming flood of our sins by the sacrifice of His own
blood on the cross. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and singing:
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SANCTUS LSB 178
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD “Remember Me” by Martin Nystrom, Gerrit Gustafson

(P) (sung) “On the night ... This is My blood poured out for you and as you drink it
remember Me.”
(sung) “So we thank You for the wine and for the bread;
For we see the life You gave And the blood you shed.
And we remember Your wondrous love
You gave your body You shed Your blood
And we remember Your wondrous love
You gave your body You shed your blood.”
(© 1991 Integrity’s Hosaana! Music (ASCAP) (adm at IntegratedRights.com). All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI  LSB 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us
peace.
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DISTRIBUTION — Music at the piano

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P) Letus pray. Almighty and merciful God, our Father, we thank You for the
redeeming power of the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and
for the unending mercy with which You grant to us the remission of our sins and
eternal life in Your kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -« give you peace.
Amen.
HYMN # 830 “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

+ + + + +

Flowers from Kristina Behnke and Jim Bean with thanksgiving and glory to God.

Reader Today: Jeff Meckley Attendance Last Week: 54

PRAYER LIST: Christine Constien, eye surg. recov.; Kristen Anderson, (Rosa
Holgren’s daughter) surgery recov. Susan Mitchell, eye surgery Tues. (8/11); Jean
Anderson, cancer surgery Fri.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
Mon. Aug. 10 Preschool starts
Thur. Aug. 13 10:30 am Support Group
Sun. Aug. 16 8:30 am Bible Study; 10:00 am Worship Service; 11:00 am Fellowship

BIRTHDAYS
8-12 Genese Olson 8-15 John Lembke 8-18 Hap Stuart
8-21 Marge Larson 8-23 Judy Kramer 8-27 Patti Jones
8-29 Bill Goble
ANNIVERSARIES
8-16 Jeff & Andrea Meckley 8-20 Bill & Karen Warner

Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child

Many thanks to Maureen Smith and her grandson, Noah O'Neill, who made forty-five t-
shirt jump ropes for our upcoming Christmas shoebox ministry. As many of you know,
making ONE jump rope is a lot of work ... I can't imagine making forty-five! This is just
one of the many ways that Noah shares his talents! Thank you!
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