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As We Gather Sixth Sunday After Pentecost July S, 2026

On this day when our thoughts and minds attend to the independence of our nation, we
hear a study of contrasts between the mighty King who comes to us on a colt, the foal of
a donkey, and the mystery that befuddles the wise revealed to the child. We also hear
Paul wrestle with the paradox of his own nature as saint by virtue of the merits of Christ
and sinner—all in the same body. Though it is our nature to try and solve such paradoxes
and resolve such contrasts, the path of faith is to appreciate what each reveals to us and to
trust in the Lord for all things. We might find it frustrating to chafe under the tension of
what is and what should be, yet even the child can discern the gracious will of God in
Christ and rejoice of His easy yoke. Thanks be to God.
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Please meet with an usher for prayer requests.
Ask us about Associate Memberships for Lutherans who are part-time residents.

A Gentle Reminder to turn off cell phones and hold any applause for acknowledgements
during the announcements. Thank You.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP & HOLY COMMUNION

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that our Lord’s Body and Blood are truly
present (not symbolic) in the Bread and Wine and received by all who attend. Since
our Lord reminds us that thoughtless or faithless reception of the Sacrament can
incur His judgment, all are encouraged to examine themselves that they may receive it worthily.
(1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

Please use the following questions and LSB p. 329 as a personal guide before partaking of this
Holy Sacrament:

*Do I renounce sin, Satan and my own flesh, and seek true forgiveness and
reconciliation with God and my neighbor?

*Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of
the devil?

*Do I believe that Christ’s own words, this is my body and this is my blood shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins (Mt. 26:28), mean exactly what they say for
us today?

*Do I earnestly desire to live a Godly life by the power of the Holy Spirit and in
thanksgiving to Christ?

Because attendance at Communion is also a testimony to this faith in the Triune God
confessed and taught here, and to unity in belief as brothers and sisters in Christ (1
Corinthians 10:16-17), we ask that any visitors not yet instructed, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation, and who desire to receive the
Sacrament introduce themselves to the Pastor or Elder beforehand if possible.

Please Note
An invitation for children not confirmed in the Lutheran church to come and receive a
blessing at the altar.
We offer a traditional communion wafer,
Off-White Color Wafers are Gluten Free.
While communing, please point to the bread meeting your preference.
Clear Color Wine is Alcohol Free
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PRELUDE Voluntary in D Minor - Herschel
WELCOME
PREPARATION

HYMN #832 <“Jesus Shall Reign”

INVOCATION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Psalm 103:10

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—

the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is

known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver

according to Your mercy and grant peace to my heart so that I may serve

You with all my mind, body, and soul.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are

forgiven. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P} He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you. Amen.

RERE

o)

WORD

INTROIT Psalm 91:2, 9-10; antiphon: v. 1
(P) He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
(P) T will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
(P) Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
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(P) no evil shall be allowed to befall you,

no plague come near your tent.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

KYRIE 1sB227

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

THIS IS THE FEAST 1sB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

SALUTATION

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P)

Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our
days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and
at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9-12

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold,
your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the
war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to
the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners
free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I
declare that I will restore to you double.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 7:14-25a

“We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. I do not
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.
Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in
me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to
carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on
doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells
within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.
For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law
waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE matthew 11:28
(P) Alleluia. Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25-30
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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“At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

(P

299

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN "I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say" (Tune: LSB 846)

1

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto Me and rest;

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down Thy head upon My breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, So weary, worn, and sad;

I found in Him a resting place, And He has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give

The living water; thirsty one, Stoop down and drink and live.”

I came to Jesus, and I drank Of that life-giving stream;

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, And now I live in Him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light.
Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise And all thy day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found In Him my star, my sun;

And in that light of life I’ll walk Till trav’ling days are done.

(Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89, alt. Text: Public domain)

SERMON “The Yoke Is On You” Matthew 11:25-30

CREED Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of

all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
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Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. = And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I~ of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P)
P

With the boldness of Your promise alone, O Lord, we come to petition Your
mercy on behalf of the church, the world, all people as they have need, and
ourselves. Grant us Your grace to hear and answer us for the sake of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. [Petitions...]. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

To You be all glory and power and might, O Lord God, heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom with the Spirit You are one Lord, one God, now
and forevermore.

Amen.

OFFERING '"What A Friend We Have In Jesus" Trumpet - Noah O'Neill

Arr. Jack Schrader

SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE
P) Tt is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a
cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

SANCTUS 1sB17s
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION
Songs at the Piano

[8]



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  Psaim 106:1

(P) Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

(P) Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we
remember Your generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless our land with
honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil
course of action. Grant that we, who came from many nations with many
different languages, may become a united people. Support us in defending our
liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government
the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times
are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our
trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN "Shine On Us" Michael & Deborah Smith
Pastor:(sung) “Lord, let Your light, light of Your face, shine on us....
Let Your grace, grace from Your hand, fall on us.”
Cong:(sung) “Lord, let Your love, love without end come over us.
Lord, let Your love, love without end come over us.
That we may be saved, that we may have life
To find our way In the darkest night.
Let Your love come over us.”

Pastor only: ~ Let Your light shine on us.
(Copyright 1996 Milene Music, Inc. Deer Valley Music used by permission. Text: Michael & Deborah Smith)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS - RECOGNITION, THANK YOU AND
BLESSINGS to Claudia Havens

POSTLUDE
+ + + + +
Reader Today: Sherri Church Attendance Last Week: 50

PRAYER LIST: Jim Sims, hospice at home; Jim Hammar, foot surgery recov.;
Crystal Camara, heart surgery.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Thur. July 16 10:30 am Support Group
Sun. July 19 8:30 am Bible Study 10:00 am Worship Service; 11:00 am Fellowship

BIRTHDAYS
7-6 Andrea Meckley 7-10 Frank Ethington 7-15 Roberta Hinson
7-16 Madeline Liebsack 7-17 Bobbie Kale 7-17 Fred Koopman
7-23 John Kuran 7-23 Beth Reineking 7-24 Sandy Copeland
7-24 Kim Gohlinghorst ~ 7-24 Seren Webb 7-29 Sheri Asay
7-30 Norris Fullmer

ANNIVERSARIES
7-6  George & Gail Snow 7-11 Ron & Linda Grimsrud
7-12 Phillip & DeAnn West 7-14 James & Madeline Liebsack

7-20 Fred & Bonnie Koopman  7-30 Jim & Berta Hinson

JOIN US For a retirement celebration of refreshments and fellowship for Claudia
Havens, our Director of Music of many years, as she enters her next chapter!
Immediately following the service in the fellowship hall.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing
House. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.)
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