
 
 

 

 

As We Gather      4th Sunday after Pentecost       June 21, 2026 
We typically think of freedom as freedom from something: from oppression, fear, 

punishment, and even death. Our freedom in Christ is certainly a freedom from sin and 

death, but it is no less a freedom for a new life in Christ. This life is a life of 

righteousness, bearing the good fruits of the Spirit in our lives, serving our neighbor as 

Christ has served us, and glorifying God in our words and works. We cannot earn or 

cooperate in our salvation—this is due solely to Christ’s work alone—but we do 

cooperate under the Spirit in renouncing sin and living for Christ with new lives born 

of baptismal water. We are no longer slaves to sin but servants of Christ. 
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Please meet with an usher for prayer requests.                                                                                           

Ask us about Associate Memberships for Lutherans who are part-time residents. 

 

A Gentle Reminder to turn off cell phones and hold any applause for acknowledgements 

during the announcements.  Thank You. 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP & HOLY COMMUNION 

 
As Lutheran Christians, we believe that our Lord’s Body and Blood are truly 

present (not symbolic) in the Bread and Wine and received by all who attend. Since 

our Lord reminds us that thoughtless or faithless reception of the Sacrament can 

incur His judgment, all are encouraged to examine themselves that they may receive it worthily.    

(1 Corinthians 11:27-32) 

 

Please use the following questions and LSB p. 329 as a personal guide before partaking of this 

Holy Sacrament: 

 

*Do I renounce sin, Satan and my own flesh, and seek true forgiveness and  

  reconciliation with God and my neighbor? 

*Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from sin, death, and the power of  

  the devil? 

*Do I believe that Christ’s own words, this is my body and this is my blood shed  

  for you for the forgiveness of sins (Mt. 26:28), mean exactly what they say for  

  us today? 

*Do I earnestly desire to live a Godly life by the power of the Holy Spirit and in  

  thanksgiving to Christ? 

 

Because attendance at Communion is also a testimony to this faith in the Triune God 

confessed and taught here, and to unity in belief as brothers and sisters in Christ (1 

Corinthians 10:16-17), we ask that any visitors not yet instructed, or who hold a 

confession differing from that of this congregation, and who desire to receive the 

Sacrament introduce themselves to the Pastor or Elder beforehand if possible. 

 

Please Note 

An invitation for children not confirmed in the Lutheran church to come and receive a 

blessing at the altar. 

We offer a traditional communion wafer,  

Off-White Color Wafers are Gluten Free. 

While communing, please point to the bread meeting your preference. 

Clear Color Wine is Alcohol Free 
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PRELUDE     Prelude in G – J.S. Bach 

WELCOME  

PREPARATION 
 

OPENING HYMN   # 904  “Blessed Jesus, At Your Word”  
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:7, 18 
P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to Your 

steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 

C Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins. 

P Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—

the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 

known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver 

according to Your mercy and grant peace to my heart so that I may serve 

You with all my mind, body, and soul. 

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 

forgiven. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. Amen. 

 

WORD 

INTROIT  
P   For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 

C  that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

P   When I am afraid, 

C  I put my trust in you. 

P   In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 
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C  What can flesh do to me? 

P   In God, whose word I praise, 

C  in the LORD, whose word I praise, 

P   in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

C  What can man do to me? 

        Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

         as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 

C  that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   # 950  “Splendor And Honor” 
1 Splendor and honor, majesty and power 

Are Yours, O Lord God, fount of ev’ry blessing, 

For by Your bidding was the whole creation 

Called into being. 
(Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944  Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 1100187140 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray.  God of power and might, You showed Your greatest power in 

rescuing us sinners and setting us free from death; grant to us grace to use Your 

gift of liberty to show forth in our lives the righteousness of Christ, forsaking evil 

for good, and, by the power of Your Spirit, bearing the fruits of the Spirit in our 

lives; through Him who died that we might live and who now lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 20:7–13 
“O LORD, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger than I, and you 

have prevailed.  I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. 

For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!”  For the word of the 

LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long.  If I say, “I will not 

mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning 

fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.  For I hear 

many whispering. Terror is on every side!  “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say 

all my close friends, watching for my fall.  “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can 

overcome him and take our revenge on him.”  But the LORD is with me as a dread 

warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me.  They will be 

greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.  Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 

O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see 

your vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause.  Sing to the LORD; 

praise the LORD!  For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 91:1–10; antiphon: v. 1 
P   He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

C  will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

P   I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 

C  my God, in whom I trust.” 

P   For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

C  and from the deadly pestilence. 

P   He will cover you with his pinions, 

C  and under his wings you will find refuge; 

P  his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

C   You will not fear the terror of the night, 

P   nor the arrow that flies by day, 

C   nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at   

     noonday. 

P   A thousand may fall at your side, 

C  ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 

P   You will only look with your eyes 

C  and see the recompense of the wicked. 
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P   Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 

C  the Most High, who is my refuge— 

P   no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

C  no plague come near your tent. 

 

EPISTLE READING Romans 6:12–23 
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. Do 

not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present 

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members 

to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since 

you are not under law but under grace.  What then? Are we to sin because we are not 

under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves 

to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, 

which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to 

God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 

standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, 

have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms, because of your 

natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity 

and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves 

to righteousness leading to sanctification.  When you were slaves of sin, you were free in 

regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of 

which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have 

been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Matthew 10:32 
P Alleluia. Everyone who acknowledges Me before men, 

C I also will acknowledge before My Father who is in heaven. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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“These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . .“Brother will deliver brother over to 

death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put 

to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to 

the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, 

I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of 

Man comes.  A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is 

enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they 

have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those 

of his household.  So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, 

and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who 

kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to 

the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 

Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 

heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is 

in heaven.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  # 727  “On Eagles’ Wings”  

 

SERMON  “Tool of Sin or Instrument for Righteousness”  Romans 6:12-23 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Lord of all power and might, deliver Your people from their fears and grant us a 

clean heart that we may plead our cause before You in confidence of Your mercy. 

[Petitions…] Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things, O Lord, and whatever else we need, we trust to Your gracious 

provision, begging Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 

SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 

taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a 

cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 

everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 
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SANCTUS LSB 178 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI   “O Christ, The Lamb Of God” 

 

 

 
(Text: Larry A. Peters  Tune: William Daman, ca. 1540–91  Text: © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110018714  Tune: Public domain) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

SONG     “In Christ Alone”    Getty & Townend 
Led by: Maureen Smith 

1. In Christ alone, my hope is found, He is my Light, my Strength, my Song; 

      This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and     

      storm. What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled,    

      when  strivings cease!  My comforter, my All in all, here in the love of Christ   

      I stand. 

 

2. In Christ alone! Who took on flesh; fullness of God in helpless Babe. 

      This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save:  

 Till of that cross as Jesus died, the Wrath of God was satisfied; for every sin  

    on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

3. There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 

        Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again! 

        And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

        For I am His and He is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death- This is the power of Christ in me; 

        From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

      No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand; 

      Till He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
(Copyright 2001 Thank You Music/Adm. Worshiptogether.com songs  CCLI license no.20040467) 

 

PIANO SOLO – “Prayer for Worship”  Composer:  Heather Sorenson 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING    Psalm 106:1 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

C for His steadfast love endures forever! 

P Blessed Lord, You have set us free from sin’s mastery and death’s end through 

the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. As we have here received His body and 

blood in this Holy Supper, grant us Your Spirit that we may bear the good fruit of 

faith, serving Christ alone and living in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.    

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  #837  “Lift High the Cross”  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                               
 

POSTLUDE 

+  +  +  +  + 
Altar flowers today are given by Jack & Lois Beadles 

in honor of 66 years of marriage on June 19th. 

 

Reader Today:  Kathy Hammar                             Attendance Last Week: 51 

 

PRAYER LIST:  Mike Carpenter, surgery recovery; Greg Sula, surgery 6/23.  
   

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

  Thur.   June 25 10:30 am    Support Group 

  Sun.    June  28  NO Bible Study 10:00 am Worship Service; 11:00 am Fellowship 

 

BIRTHDAYS                                                                                                                
6-17 Bill Warner               6-21 Gordon Shepherd                      6-23 Turk Chaney           

6-28 Peter Bollenbecker    6-30  Jack Beadles     

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 6-29 Randy & Genese Olson           6-30  Mike & Winnie Ethington 
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OUR ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR Claudia Havens is retiring after 

many faithful years of volunteer service providing music for our worship each week and 

on holidays along with covering various other tasks.  Claudia’s last Sunday will be July 

5th.  Please join us to express our thanks and prayers for God’s blessings upon her 

and Paul in their next chapter.  We will recognize her after the service with a presentation 

and a cake and fellowship refreshments.  Any questions may be directed to one of our 

Council members or Pastor. 
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